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Anotation - research orviolence against women carried @apresentative sample of 827 wome in the age
from 18 to 65 yearprovides findingson prevalence oitimate partner violencend violence manifestations
from the side of other men; not intimate partners. Besides of profile of women experiencing combined
violence in intimate relatios and profile of perpetrators, the report describgsetways of violent situation
solution, the satisfaction of women with the helping professiorad their attitudes to reasons of violence.
Attitudesof the whole population toviolence against womenate of awareness of helping organizatiorsd
experienceof population with the violent casesa the period of the last 5 yeamre the important part of the
report. Except of contemporary dataalso comparative data for themeasurementof the dynamis of the
prevalence of violence and the changes in population attitudethe peiod of the years 2002 and 2008 are
provided.
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KEYFINDINGS

VIOLENCE AGAIN&('ODMEN BY INTIMATFARTNER

¢ Violence againstvomen issignificant public problem in Slovakiait affects largegroup of
women, it is relatd to different areas of life frm childhood to adulthood, intimate relatns
included

¢ In Slovakia it is oneut of every five women: every fifth adultwoman having currently a
partner experienced violent behaviour tpartner ¢ exactly 21,2 % of grown women in
Slovakia aged 18 to 65 having a partner during the survey expedenckence committed
by him (in 6% it was acute violence, i.e. often repeated physical and sexual violence and
almost permanently present psychological, social or economic violence)

¢ In case of expartners the occurrence of violent behaviour is higheamong women with
ex-partner there are 27,9 % who experienced violent behaviour bpagtner (in 12,2 % it
was acute violence).

e There is no type or form of violence against women in intimate relationship that would be
absolutely unknown in Slovakiaall known types occurred from physical and sexual through
psychological and social up to economic violence (15 % of women experienced physical
violence by current partners and nearly 40 % of women suffered violence-pgrimers; 9 %
of women experienced sexlLa&iolence by present partners and more than 25 % by ex
partners).

e 22YSYy Ay {t20F1AlF INBE aStR2Y &adzaSphgsicai 2 2y S
violence is often preceded or accompanied by psychological or social violence, sexual
violence is veryoften connected to various forms of psychological or social violence,
economic violence is interconnected with psychological violence, etc.

e The relations in which violence against women occurs are not accidental by rule a
matrimony (76 % of wometfiving in a violent relationship are married for the first time,
almost 80 % of women living in acute violence relationship are married for the first time) and
a longterm relationship (in average longer than 20 years).

e Children often witness violencenearly 70 % of women suffering violence by their current
partner live together with children or a child in a household.

¢ Violencein intimate relationships is experienced by all groups of women and concurrent

more frequently by specific category of womenwomen of all age categories experience
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violence, but morein middle age (4560 years old); women of all education level are
affected, with emphasis on women primary educated apprentical; economic active and
non-active women live in violent relminships, within economic activ@omen especially
manual workers and specialized workene effected within nonactive mainly oleage
pensioners according to scale of residene&ected women livemainly in villages to 200
inhabitants and throughet the years with slightly increased prevalence within women of
other than Slovak and Hungarian nationalities.

All categories of men participate in violent relationships, more frequently in particular
category: men of all age categoriesommitted violence, more frequently older men (45
and more); violators are of all education levels,tigatar more primary educate@nd
apprenticed; all groups of economic active men are represented, more frequently manual
workers and men out of labour market.

Various forms of help are needed in case of violenciat of women had to escape from
home (more than half Hag violated by expartner and almost half by current partner), had
to be treated by doctor (37 % a and 31 #gd tocallfor police (more than B % and 35 %);
needed psychological or psychiatric help, help from municipal or city office, crisis centres or
emergency lines, courts or lawyers; women are trying more solutiprnthey decide not
immediately for breakingup (the average duration ohe violate relations is 13,7 years)
More women are looking for solutions of violent situationin comparison of years2002
and 2008the proportion of women not handling the violent situation or rpa&rceivingthe
reasorsto solve it, has decreasedt;is presumed, that the realised campaigns strengtltene
the intention and opened possibilities for women to handle violebgéntimate partner.
Women notperceivingthe reasorsto handle violencéave been markedly elder, Hungar

or other nationaity, deep believers from smaller towns and lower education (in these
spaces the awareness of violence and human rights is needed to be strengthened)
Women are not alwayssatisfied with the provided help: not all women received in the
case of solvinghe violence by partner satisfactory helppm the side of institutions
According to women responds the police should improve its approach in the first place, social
departments in offices and courts or legal representatenwell However, atisfied or
unsatisfiedvoices of womenoccurred by all situationg it is assumed, that therare big
regional gaps in qualitgf help, but also differences in the rate of sensitiveness of pddicu

representatives (men andomen) of existing institutiosn
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¢ Violence inhibits the full participation of women in social lifedata showed, that the more
intensive the violent, the more health problenase occurred bywomen, the worse self
assessment of their state of health, the more dissatisfaction of faeiily life

e Strong support for violence combat activitieshas been spoken: all groups of women
claimedsupportfor activities aimed to prevention of violence or immediate amendment or
help by acute violence (reinforcement of legislation, developim&services of various
kinds and revising awareness of society about violence and zero tolerance)

e Other nationalities in Slovakia had to be considered as wedlight increase of occurrence
of violence in groups of other than Slovak nationalitieth&case of acute violence indicates
that it is needed tepread information (about human rights, violence and help possibilities)

in language mutations to avoid namaching in some specific environments.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WENM BY MERN NOTINTIMATEPARTNER

e Women are threatened and assaulted by men beyond partnersi@p;8 % of women
reported experience with at least one of the observed manifestations of violence; more
precisely 14 % of women experienced direct physical attack , 14 %oaien were
menaced by being beateor killed, 10 %experienced attempt on rape and 2 % were raped.
In comparison of year 2002, tre2has been slight aggregatealease regarding all kinds of
violence except of physical violence. In that case thenatgained the same

e Women are harassed or attacked most frequent by men, who are known by women:
unknown men took a share in violation in proportion of 41 ¢4thin the known men the
most frequent perpetrators are men connected with work and frignaisquaintances or
neighbours. Despite of lower total number of marking, proportion okknown men and
men related to family is slightly increasing

e Proportion of women not handling the violent situation stayed during the years the same:
approximatey 60% of women experiencing Rmrtner harassment omttack did not
handle the situation; one third of them did not tell about ttall; most frequently women did
not consider the situation worth to handle (30 %), or did not believed in improvement or
were afraid of secondary victimisation

¢ Most women acknowledge &ehaviour for violence connected with physical touch or
expressive psychological terraonly: nondescript sexual harassment and sekishaviour

by men isdefinitely considered forviolence approximately by 30 % of womenpver the
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but the conditional consideration for violence has increased

e Subjective sense of threat is significantly higheithin womenthan within men:women
perceivestronger and more frequentefears in everyday lives comparison to men. The
most intensejeopardy is perceived in situation connected in evening and riglirs and
women conduct preventative more fre@nt, too. Sense of threat or experience of stalking
by strange man waseferred by 37 % of women mdy from big town. Throughouthe

years the referred exg@nce with stalking haslecreased

PUBLIC OPINION OMOLENCEGAINSTWOMEN

e Public is sensitivéo relevance of women abuse and beating by her partnd/5 of Slovak
population considerbeating andabuse of women by theintimate partners for highly and
more likely for serious problem. Less sensitive is the problem perceived by men and people
with bast education degreeDver theyears the sensitiveness of public has slightly decreased
and the proportion of people who consider the problem for not serious at all slightly
increased and minor increase occurred in number of people who did not km@asses the
seriousness

e Approximately 2/3 of people supposehat in case of violenceommitted against women
by her intimate partnerthe external intervention is neededthe rest of public suppose the
violence for the exclusively prarh of partnersln comparison toyear 2002 proportion of
supporters of externally intervention slightly decreased and number of people who could
not decided increased either

e Promptness and effectiveess of judicial systemand police intervention are highly
preferred procedures for stopping violence against women by her partnpeople
emphasizeschool educationto non-violent behaviour and immediate help in case of need in
form of network of telephone links, accessibility and sufficiency of asylum shelterscakd
with perpetrators. Despite of supporting  majority of prevention and discontinuance
procedures by public, in comparison to year 2002 the total decidedness of support has
slightly weaken

e The predominant opinion to reasons why women are remaiin violent relatiors, is the
effort of women to keep the family cause of childreanother perceived reasons afear
of loosing financial resources and the worsening of violent situation. In case of concurrence
with acute violence of men againstshpartnefwomen, most of people would call the police

or try to speak fair to perpetrator
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People are informed about how to help or who to call in case of violeragainstwomen
by her partner only moderately accordingto public opinion, people isurroundings are

informed about help only insuffiently,40 % of people thinkhey are informed sufficiently

PUBLIC EXPERIENDEH CASES OF VIOCEN

Distinctive rate of threatens in everyday situatioris perceived by 20 %- 30 % of people:
situation connected withevening and nighhour are concernedor most threatenedmore
womenbehave preventativén comparison to men.fle general rate of subjective sense of
threat slightly decreasenh comparison to year 2002

Despite of predominant phlic opinion on increasing tendency of violence in society in
period of last 5 years, the grsonal experiencewith violence decreased in comparison to
year 2002 However, 24 % people have been buffered, 10 % experienced menace and 7 % of
population havebeenassaulted. Indirect experienedémost doubled in all forms of violence.
Women in comparison to men ammore frequently victims of psychologicabr physical
abuse and of sexual harassmeifithe inconsistence of number of direct violent experience
and estimation of increasing trend of violsncriminality indicate thegrow of crime latency

and/or accentuation of theiolencecriminalityin the media.
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